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ACTION 10-14 

INTO OCT-OI ARA-16 ISO-00 EB-II CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 

DOTE-00 EMC-04 INR-IO NSAE-00 RSC-OI CG-00 COA-02 

DLOS-07 SWE-02 SAM-OI EUR-25 L-03 DRC-01 /098 W 

055693 

P I72036Z JUN 74 

PM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 934 

CONPIDENTIAL PANAMA 3448 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRN, PN 

SUBJ: PRENCH PROPOSAL TO MODIFY IMCO CHARTER 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED REQUEST PROM DIRECTOR OP 
CONSULAR AND SHIPPING APPAIRS POR U S. VIEWS CONCERNING 
PRENCH REPORM PROPOSALS TO BE CONSIDERED AT OCTOBER 1974 
IMCO MEETING. END SUMMARY 

ACTION REQUIRED: DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO PROVIDE 
INPORMATION FOR REPLY TO GOP QUERY FART, TEST. 

1. ON JUNE 14, 1974 P.A. KOURUKLIS, DIRECTOR OF CONSULAR 

AND SHIPPING APPAIRS OP THE PINANCE MINISTRY PROVIDED EMBASSY 
COPY OP DIPLOMATIC NOTE PROM PRENCH EMBASSY TO THE GOP 
REQUESTING SUPPORT IN THE OCTOBER 1974 EXTRAORDINARY 
GENERAL ASSEMBLYOF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSUL- 
TATIVE ORGANIZATION (IMCO) AND REQUESTED U.S. VIEWS 
CONCERNING GOP'S PROPOSED REFORMS TO THE CONSTITUTIVE 
CONVENTION OP IMCO. NOTE STATES THAT PROPOSED REFORMS WERE 
DEPOSITED AT THE FEBRUARY 1974 MEETING IN LONDON OF THE 
WORKING GROUP OP 37 STATES AND WERE ALSO PROVIDED TO 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF IMCO SVIRASTAVA FOR COMMUNICATION 
TO THE MEMBER STATES. 

2. THE SIX MODIPICATIONS BEING PROPOSED ARE: (1) TO 
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INCREASE MEMBERSHIP OP THE COUNCIL; (2) TO STRENGHTHEN 
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POWERS OF THE COUNCIL; (3) TO INSTITUTIONALIZE THE 
JURIDICAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE EOR PROTECTION OE 
THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT; (4) TO PLACE THE THREE COMMITTEES 
ON AN EQUAL BASE; (5) TO ALIGN THE COMPOSITION OP THE 
SECRETARIAT UPON THE STRUCTURE OP THE COMMITTEES; AND 
(6) TO MODIPY THE PROCEDURE EOR AMENDMENT OF THE CONVEN- 
TION. 

3. ECOMFOPP ASSURED KOURUKLIS THAT EMBASSY WOULD REPLY 
TO THIS REQUEST WITHIN A PEW DAYS. THEREPORE, DEPARTMENT 
IS REQUESTED TO CABLE GUIDANCE EOR REPLY EARLIEST. 

4. COMMENT; GOP DOES NOT CUSTOMARILY SEEK US VIESS ON 
MATTERS APFECTING A THIRD COUNTRY WHERE US INTERESTS MAY 
ALSO BE INVOLVED. EOR THIS REASON, EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO 
BE IN POSITION TO RESPOND TO GOP (PINANCE MINISTRY) ON 
TIMELY BASIS. 

JORDEN 
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